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Residential Gas
Water Heater

InstallaƟ on InstrucƟ ons and 
Use & Care Guide

Keep this manual in the pocket on heater for future reference whenever maintenance, adjustment or service is required.
Retain your original receipt as proof of purchase.

ResidenƟ al Atmospheric Gas Water Heater
with the Flammable Vapor IgniƟ on Resistant       Safety System

DO NOT RETURN THIS UNIT TO THE STORE 
Read this manual and the labels on the water heater before you install, 
operate, or service it. If you have diffi  culty following the direcƟ ons, or 
aren’t sure you can safely and properly do any of this work yourself:

  • Call our Technical Assistance Hotline at     1-800-365-4054 . We can help you with in-
stallaƟ on, operaƟ ons, troubleshooƟ ng, or maintenance. Before you call, write down 
the model and serial number from the water heater’s data plate.

Incorrect installaƟ on, operaƟ on, or service can damage the water heater, your house 
and other property, and present risks including fi re, scalding, electric shock, and 
explosion, causing serious injury or death.

Do not store or use gasoline or other 
fl ammable vapors and liquids in the 
vicinity of this or any other appliance. 
WHAT TO DO IF YOU SMELL GAS
• Do not try to light any appliance.
•  Do not touch any electrical switch; 

do not use any phone in your build-
ing.

•  Immediately call your gas supplier 
from a neighbor’s phone. Follow the 
gas supplier’s instrucƟ ons.

•  If you cannot reach your gas sup-
plier, call the fi re department. 

InstallaƟ on and service must be per-
formed by a qualifi ed installer, service 
agency or the gas supplier.

WARNING: If the informaƟ on in 
these instrucƟ ons is not followed 
exactly, a fi re or explosion may 
result causing property damage, 
personal injury or death.
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

Important informaƟ on to keep

Fill out this secƟ on and keep this
manual in the pocket of the water 
heater for reference.

Date Installed:

Model number:

Serial number:

Maintenance performed:* Date:

This is the safety alert symbol.  It is used to alert you to
potenƟ al physical injury hazards.  Obey all safety mes-
sages that follow this symbol to avoid possible property 
damage, serious injury or death. Do not remove any 

permanent instrucƟ ons, labels, or the data plate from either the outside of 
the water heater or on the inside of the access panels.  Keep this manual 
near the water heater.

DANGER

Read and follow all safety messages and instrucƟ ons in 
this manual. 

DANGER indicates hazardous situa-
Ɵ on that, if not avoided, will result 
in death or serious injury.

WARNING
WARNING indicates a hazardous 
situaƟ on that, if not avoided, could 
result in death or serious injury.

CAUTION
CAUTION indicates a hazardous 
situaƟ on that, if not avoided, could 
result in minor or moderate injury.

NOTICE
NOTICE indicates pracƟ ces not 
related to physical injury.

WARNING! If the informaƟ on in these instrucƟ ons is not followed exactly, 
a fi re or explosion may result causing property damage, personal injury or 
death. Do not store or use gasoline or other fl ammable vapors and liquids in 
the vicinity of this or any other appliance.

An odorant is added by the gas supplier to the gas used by this water heater. 
This odorant may fade over an extended period of Ɵ me. Do not depend upon 
this odorant as an indicaƟ on of leaking gas. We recommend installing a fuel gas 
and carbon monoxide detector.

The California Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act requires the 
Governor of California to publish a list of substances known to the State of 
California to cause cancer, birth defects, or other reproducƟ ve harm, and 
requires businesses to warn of potenƟ al exposure to such substances.

WARNING! This product contains a chemical known to the State of California 
to cause cancer, birth defects, or other reproducƟ ve harm.

This water heater can cause low-level exposure to some of the substances 
included in the act.

*Drain and fl ush tank and remove and 
inspect anode rod aŌ er fi rst six months 
of operaƟ on and at least annually 
thereaŌ er. Operate the Temperature 
and Pressure Relief Valve (T&P) annu-
ally and inspect T&P valve every 2-4 
years (see the label on the T&P valve for 
maintenance schedule). See the Main-
tenance secƟ on for more informaƟ on 
about maintaining this water heater.
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

T o reduce the risk of property 
damage, serious injury or death, 

read and follow the precauƟ ons below, 
all labels on the water heater, and 
the safety messages and instrucƟ ons 
throughout this manual.

RISKS DURING
INSTALLATION AND 
MAINTENANCE
LiŌ ing Risk

WARNING! The 
water heater is heavy. 
Follow these precau-
Ɵ ons to reduce the 

risk of property damage, injuries from 
liŌ ing or impact injuries from dropping 
the water heater.

•  Use at least two people to liŌ  the 
water heater.  

•  Be sure you both have a good grip 
before liŌ ing.

•  Use an appliance dolly or hand 
truck to move the water heater.

Explosion Risk

WARNING! Read the water heater’s 
data plate to determine the type of 
gas required. Failure to follow these 
instrucƟ ons can result in serious injury 
or death from explosion, fi re or 
carbon monoxide poisoning.

•  Do not connect a natural gas water 
heater to an L.P. gas supply.

•  Do not connect an L.P. gas water 
heater to a natural gas supply.

• Use a new CSA approved gas 
supply line.

•  Install a shut-off  valve on the gas 
supply line.

Gas Pressure
WARNING! The gas supply pressure 

must not exceed the maximum supply 
pressure as stated on the water 
heater’s data plate. The minimum 
supply pressure is for the purpose of 
input adjustment. L.P. gas supply 
pressure must not exceed 13” water 
column. Have a qualifi ed person 
(licensed plumber, gas company 
personnel, or authorized service 
technician) check for proper L.P. gas 
pressure. L.P. gas pressures exceeding 
13” water column can result in serious 
injury or  death from explosion or fi re.

RISKS DURING
OPERATION 

Scalding Risk 

This water heater 
can make water hot 

enough to cause severe burns instantly, 
resulƟ ng in severe injury or death. 

• Feel water before bathing or 
showering.

• To reduce the risk of scalding, 
install ThermostaƟ c Mixing Valves 
(temperature limiƟ ng valves) at 
each point-of-use. These valves 
automaƟ cally mix hot and cold 
water to limit the temperature at 
the tap.    Follow manufacturer’s 
instrucƟ ons for installaƟ on and 
adjustment of the valves. 

•  The gas control valve on this water 
heater has been factory set to its 
lowest seƫ  ng to reduce the risk 
of scalding. Higher temperatures 
increase the risk of scalding, but 
even at 120°F, hot water can scald. 
If you choose a higher tempera-
ture seƫ  ng, ThermostaƟ c Mixing 
Valves located at each point-of-use 
are parƟ cularly important to help 
avoid scalding.

Table 1

Temperature
Time to Produce 
a Serious Burn

120°F (49°C) More than 5 minutes

125°F (52°C) 1½ to 2 minutes

130°F (54°C) About 30 seconds

135°F (57°C) About 10 seconds

140°F (60°C) Less than 5 seconds

145°F (63°C) Less than 3 seconds

150°F (66°C) About 1½ seconds

155°F (68°C) About 1 second

 For informaƟ on about changing the 
factory temperature seƫ  ng, refer to 
the “AdjusƟ ng the Temperature” sec-
Ɵ on in this manual . 

Even if you set the water heater’s gas 
control valve to a low seƫ  ng, higher 
water temperatures may occur in cer-
tain circumstances:

•  In some cases, repeated small draws 
of water can cause the hot and cold 
water in the tank to “stack” in layers. 
If this happens, the water can be as 
much as thirty degrees hoƩ er than 
the gas control valve seƫ  ng. This 
temperature variaƟ on is the result 
of your usage paƩ ern and is not a 
malfuncƟ on.

•  Water temperature will be hoƩ er if 
someone adjusted the gas control 
valve to a higher seƫ  ng.

•  Problems with the gas control valve 
or other malfuncƟ ons may result in 
higher than expected water tem-
peratures.

•  If the water heater is in a hot envi-
ronment, the water in the tank can 
become as hot as the surrounding 
air, regardless of the temperature 
seƫ  ng.
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•  If the water supplied to the water 
heater is pre-heated (for example, 
by a solar system) the temperature 
in the tank may be higher than the 
water heater’s temperature seƫ  ng.

•  Should overheaƟ ng occur or the 
burner fail to shut off , turn off  the 
manual gas supply valve to the water 
heater and call a qualifi ed person.

To reduce the risk of unusually hot wa-
ter reaching the fi xtures in the house, 
install ThermostaƟ c Mixing Valves at 
each point-of-use.
If anyone in your home is at parƟ cular 
risk of scalding (for example, the elder-
ly, children, or people with disabiliƟ es) 
or if there is a local code or state law 
requiring a certain water temperature 
at the hot water tap, these precauƟ ons 
are parƟ cularly important. 
According to a naƟ onal standard (ASSE 
1070) and many local plumbing codes, 
the water heater’s gas control valve 
should not be used as the sole means 
to regulate water temperature and 
avoid scalds. 
Properly adjusted ThermostaƟ c Mixing 
Valves installed at each point-of-use al-
low you to set the tank temperature to 
a higher seƫ  ng without increasing risk 
of scalds. A higher temperature seƫ  ng 
allows the tank to provide much more 
hot water and can help provide proper 
water temperatures for appliances such 
as dishwashers and washing machines. 
Higher tank temperatures (140°F) 
also kill bacteria that cause a condi-
Ɵ on known as “smelly water” and can 
reduce the levels of bacteria that cause 
water-borne diseases.

Water ContaminaƟ on Risk
Do not use chemicals that could con-
taminate the potable water supply. Do 
not use piping that has been treated 
with chromates, boiler seal, or other 
chemicals.

Fire Risk 

This water heater is 
equipped with a Flam-
mable Vapor IgniƟ on 
Resistance (FVIR) system. 

FVIR is designed to reduce the risk of 
fl ammable vapor-related fi res. FVIR 
makes this product more sensiƟ ve to 
installaƟ on errors or improper installa-
Ɵ on environments. The FVIR system will 
not prevent a possible fi re/explosion if 
the igniter is depressed and fl ammable 
vapors have accumulated in the combus-
Ɵ on chamber with the pilot light off . 

Do not aƩ empt to light this appliance, 
or depress the igniter buƩ on, if you 
suspect fl ammable vapor have accumu-
lated inside or outside the appliance. 
Immediately call a qualifi ed person to 
inspect the appliance. Water heaters 
subjected to a fl ammable vapors inci-
dent will show a discoloraƟ on on the 
fl ame arrestor and require replacement 
of the enƟ re water heater. Improper 
installaƟ on or an inadequate air supply 
can also cause the FVIR system to dis-
able the water heater. 

WARNING! This water heater has a 
reseƩ able thermal switch installed as 
part of the FVIR system. Do not 
aƩ empt to disable or modify this 
feature in any way. Doing so can lead 
to fi re, explosion or excessive and 
abnormal producƟ on of carbon 
monoxide.
To reduce the risk of a fi re that could 
result in property damage, or serious 
injury or death:

•  Do not store things that can burn 
easily such as paper or clothes next 
to the water heater.

•  Do not store or use gasoline or other 
fl ammable substances in the vicinity 
of this or any other appliance.

•  Keep the water heater from becom-
ing wet. Immediately shut the water 
heater off  and have it inspected by a 
qualifi ed person if you fi nd that the 
wiring, thermostat(s) or surround-
ing insulaƟ on have been exposed 
to water in any way (e.g., leaks from 
plumbing, leaks from the water 
heater itself can damage property 
and could cause a fi re risk). If the 
water heater is subjected to fl ood 
condiƟ ons or the thermostat(s) have 
been submerged in water, the enƟ re 
water heater must be replaced.

•  Replace the water heater’s viewport 
if glass is missing or damaged. Repair 
the combusƟ on chamber door seals 
if damaged.

Explosion Risk

High temperatures and 
pressures in the water 

heater tank can cause an explosion re-
sulƟ ng in property damage, serious in-
jury or death.  A new Temperature and 
Pressure (T&P) Relief Valve is included 
with your water heater to reduce risk 
of explosion by discharging hot water. 
AddiƟ onal temperature and pressure 
protecƟ ve equipment may be required 
by local codes.

A naƟ onally recognized tesƟ ng labo-
ratory maintains periodic inspecƟ on 
of the valve producƟ on process and 
cerƟ fi es that it meets the requirements 
for Relief Valves for Hot Water Supply 
Systems, ANSI Z21.22. The T&P Relief 
Valve’s relief pressure must not exceed 
the working pressure raƟ ng of the wa-
ter heater as stated on the raƟ ng plate.

Maintain the T&P Relief Valve properly. 
Follow the maintenance instrucƟ ons 
provided by the manufacturer of the 
T&P Relief Valve (label aƩ ached to T&P 
Relief Valve). An explosion could occur 


